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For love of music

Revitalization PIOJeCt nurtures area musicians

BY JANETTE SEARS
SUN CHROMICLE STAFT

e Music Revitalization Project has had a
simple, but overriding, goal for the past
decade: 'annng music alive in our com-
munities. "

“The MRF is an organization that was created
in 1995 to encourage and nurture the art of music
performance and study 1o youth and adults alike
at a time when our society places more impor-
tance, and resources, on the quantitative and tech-
nical aspects of our llwn said Dave Rolince, the

dent of the Music Revitalization Projec

Most recently, the MRP focused its cﬂnrl-s an
the younger musicians of the area by providing
suppaort for the Attleboro Summer Band Program,
as it has done for the past few years.

The band is made up of area students in grades
4 and up, and is sponsored by the Attleboro
YMCA. As the grand finale of the band program
each year, the students perform in a concert,
which was partially funded this year by the Attle-
bore Cultural Council.

“The MEP’s primary role in the summer band
program al Capron Park is to work with the con-
ductor and help provide the music selections for
the series.” Rolince said. “These can be scores we
already have in our library, or new selections that
we purchase for the season, then hold in the
library for use by other music organizations.”

In addition to providing music selections,
Doreen Velmer, secretary and treasurer of MRP,
who is also a local music teacher, plays bass clar-
inet in the band and assists the young musicians,
wha include her 15-year-old daughter Natalee
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‘I realized that first year what an

important program this was, as |
knew firsthand that there was

little, if any, opportunity for young
musicians to get band experience
outside of school.”

Music Revitalization Project
secretary and treasurer Doreen Velmer

A

Rolince, who plays saxophone. Both Velmer and
her daughter have been involved in the summer
band program for the past four years,

“1 realized that first year what an important pro-
gram this was, as I knew firsthand that there was
litthe, if any, opportunity for young musicians to get
hand experience outside of school,” Velmer said.

“The summer band program keeps the kids
musically in shape over the summer, their
emhogehures. gel aAneeE, and e skl p ol
musicians to blend as one strengthen as well, The
goals of the MRP to help preserve and support
live band music throughout the community fits in
perfectly with this program,” Velmer said,

The services provided by the MR also fit in
nicely with the summer band program, according
to the program's longtime band director, Denise
Laferriere,

“It's great to have the support of the MRP,"
Laferriere said, “The aspiring FOURE Miisicians in
the prog) can really chall with
music such as ‘Phantom of the Opera which
might not have been available to us otherwise.”

SEE MUSIC, PAGE BT &
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Robert Coolidge, 12, of Rehoboth, plays the clarinet during the summer p
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PURPOSE: To keep concert band music alive in the
Southeastern New England area.
The group age:

als to attend one of its regular meatings, hold at

7:30 p.m. on the second Monday of every month, or

s annual meeting, held on the second Monday of
October at a time to be determingd

LENDING LIBRARY: Tris is a collection of more than
800 concert band, orchestra, and brass guintst
sheel music scores, offered free to any area band,
commnity or schalastic organization, within a 50-

ndividu-

cash donal
Music Revitalization Project. P.0. Box

mile radlus of Norton. A list of selections can be DOKRATIONS: To o
viswsd at music to the proj
W, org/library.htm
SCHOL 5
F applications.
are maied out to area School guidance and music SN T,
gepartments in March or April, i also can

e requested via e-mai at mip_org@comeast net or
dawnloaded via the MRP Web site. Completed appl:
callons must be received by MRP no later than May
31

An instruetar list is being compiled of
area musicians who offer lessons in wind mstrumen
tation. Call 508-226-8087 for more information,

GENERAL INFORMATION: Cov| Dave Fo
226-B897 or Vsl www.musCrevital
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Sounds of summer

Alyson Robens plays the mellapone during the finale to Attlebono's

Summer Band Program

a concert at Capron Park. The concen is
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And, over the years, Doreen
has provided an extra bit of
help to many students.”

The MRI? also supports young
musicians through its Student
Scholarship Program and its
Music Lending Library, which
supports both adults and chil-
dren in their music endeavors.

As part of the Student Schol-
arship Program, the MRP,
every spring, awards a mini
mum af $50 in music scholar-

Massachusetts or Rhnde Isl.and
area who will be pursuing a col- |
lege degree in a music-related
Dield.

Noting that it is very diffi-
cult to pick only one winner
from all the applicants, howey-
er, Rolince says, “Our goal for
the future is to be able to
increase the amount and the
number of awards.”

One of the factors consid-
ered in selecting a scholarship
winner is the student’s school |

transcripl, although Rolince |
notes that it is not the most |
important factor.

“In choosing a winner, It is
not always the student with the
highest grades,” Rolince said.
“An cnthusiastic, well-written
essay and good recommenda-
tions are major factors in the
selection process.”

‘The Music Lending Library

is a collection of sheet music [~

MRP is continually

upundmghnththmghnsm
purchases and through dona-
tions.

The music available in the
lending library is offered free of
charge to any area band, com-
munity or scholastic organiza-
tion, within a 50-mile radius of
MNorton.

In addition 1o the Summer
Band Program, organizations
such as the Metropolitan Wind

and the Southeast-
orn Massachusetts Wind Sym-
phony have made use of the

lending library.

The MRFP also purchases
new scores for organizations
that are unable to buy the
music for themselves, and then
lends it to them.

“Our lending library is meant
o provide a variety of music at
a wide range of levels to music
directors in schools and in com-

bands,” Holince said.
“Music scores can be expensive
and are often dropped from
school budgets for that reason.
The MRP lending library is
there to fill the gap.”

In further carrying out the

group’s mission, Rolince noles |

that there are several other
ways the MRP hopes 1o keep
music alive in the area.

For one thing, he says the
MRP encourages eollaboration
with other groups on music
related events and would like 1o

bepartnlaveml’orsummer,

rrmeeete e nastialle G

clans of any age the MRP i
currently putting together ar
Instructor Listing of arec
instructors and the variou:
lessons they offer

The MRP is also in the in
tial phase of planning the MR?
Community Band Challeng:
Cup, which will be a compet-
tive event open to local commu
nity concert or wind band:
with the winner and runner-u:
receiving prize money,



