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Denise Laferriere conducts the Attleboro Summer Band program's annual season-ending concert at Capron Park's Newell Shelter.

Banding together

Parents join kids in popular summer band program

BY JANETTE SEARS
SUN CHROMICLE STASF

ATTLEBORO
or young musicians who just can't get
enough time haning thelr craft and
enjoying the musical atmosphere, Sum-
mer Band 2006 was a perfect way to
spend part of the summer,

For about 25 arca musicians, from grade 4 and
up, both beginners and advanced, the free sum-
mer band program offered plenty of practice and
the oppaortunity to display newly acquired skills in
an end-of-the-season public performance.

Both the practice sessions and the concert
were held in the Newell Shelter al Capron Park,
where other musicians have been glven the same
opportunity for many years,

In fact, the free summer band program has
been providing just such an opportunity for bud-
ding area musicians for the past 44 years,

The program began in 1962 as the Attleboro
Summer Band Program, and was sponsored
throughout most of its histary by the Samuel
Stone Trust Fund.

Since 2002, however, two years after the pro-
gram lost most of its funding through the trust
fund, the program has been overseen by the Attle-
bare YMCA, which has been pleased to do so,
according to YMCA Community Outreach Diree-

for Tim Killlon.

v “The Attleboro
YMCA is thrilled
When | first started, | " ..
didn't think | would supp(;in tll‘w P.Eum-
mer Ban o
do the summer band, gram.” Killlon
but my boys urged m:. -
s part of the
me to start so I did, o000
a little reluctantly. ... overseeing ':he
' program, the
It's pushed Mea  YMCA either
little bit, and I've  funds t!llle pum-
gram directly or
learned a great deal, ® bl

grant funding,

I can say that.’
such as the par-

Lynne Ippoliti, of joining  tial funding sup-
summer band program  plied by the Attle-
boro Cultural

r

and in previous years

Combined with other community contributions,
such as that of Denise Laferriere, who directs the
band; the Attleboro Park Department, which pro-
vides practice and concert space; and the Music
Revitalization Project, which provides much of
the sheet music for the band, it's a leam effort,
accarding to Killion,

“T'his unigue collaboration has enabled the ¥ to
bring arts to the city while bullding strong kids,
strong families and strong communities,” Killion
said

Amang the different contributions that make
the collaboration possible each year, Killion pays
speclal tribute to Laferriere, who has directed the
band for the past 13 years.

“This program would not have been possible
without the dedication, enthusiasm and passion of
Denise Laferriere,” he said. “The program has
been fortunate to have someone of Denise’s char-
acter in working with the students.”

Laferriere, a longtime music teacher, however,
says she has been fortunate in turn.

“We get to play a lot more musie over the sum-
mer than the students do during the school year,"
she sald “We do a lot of music in all different
slyles, and every summer it seems to be more fun
bath for the students and for me.”

Council this year

SEE BAND, PACE B3 »
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Emily Hall perfarms a flute sola @ the vear-end concert.

Family affair

PROTOS BY MIKE GEORGE / T SUN CHACHICLE

The Ippaliti femily of Nortan made the Attleboro Sum
mer Bard program @ feendy offolr. ABOVE: Paul Ippaoliti,
a senlor at Norton High School, plays the trumpet in
preparation for the season-ending concerl. BELOW

LEFT: His brother Erlc Ippaliti, @ freshman st MNorton
Hgh Scheal. playe the clarinet. BELOW RIGHT: The -
mother Lynne Ippolitl, joing her sons in the bend after
she started taking clarnet lessons in January.
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The brass section performs during the season-ending concert at Capron Park.
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“When I first started, [ didn't

Laferricre also notes that the Nk 1 wewld do the summer

program s an eppartunity for
stadents to continue playing
over the sammer while alse
expanding their masical hori-
zons.

“Becaase there are two dif-

| ferent bands, two different lov-

els, students can play music
thal's easier or music that's
more difficalt, and almost all of
the students do both bands,
Sumelimes they play two d@fer-
enl wetruments ”

As testimony to the suceess
of the program, Laferriere also

| noles that many of the same
| stodents come back year aller
| year, and even gt thelr purents

Irrnlved, as the Ipgoliti broth-

ers of Norton did this year.

Paul Ippolild, & senior at
MNorton High School, and Erie
Ippaliti, a freshman at Nertan
High, have bosn mvolved In the
sumnver hand program for sev-
eral years and were eages o
soe thelr mother, Lyvme Ippalitl,
Joim in the fum after she began
Laking clarinet lessons in Janu-
ary.

band, bt my boys urged me to
start so [ did, a litthe reluctant
ly,” Ippoliti said

She was also encouraged 1o
participate hy Doreen Velmer of
the Music Bevitalization Pro-
Fect, who herselfl has participat-
od in the bard for several years
with her daughter Natalee
Holinee. Although reluctast
because she had never played
with a band hedore and because
she felt she needed more time
to bsarn ber instrysent. Ippaliti
sakd sbw is happy she gave 1t a

try.
“It's pushed me o Bttle bil,
and I've Jearned a greal deal, [
cam aay that, ™ Ippedit! auid. “1
kind of thought maybe next
sumaner would be more the
Lime o starl, bl T will say it

has been a greal learning expe-
Tlemen,”

Noting the Importance of the
program for the mush
clars, Ippoliti said i has been a
wonderfial way for her children
ns well a5 others to stay active
with their masic over the sum-
e

“They've done # for several
wears now,” she sald of her chil
dren, “‘and they want (o do it
again next year, so (bal says
something right (here =

Her aldest son, Paul, who
plays the Lrumped, and also par-
Licipates aborg with his brother
Eric In the SMARTS Summer
Winds Symphonic Band, says at
this in his musical carser
he a
dents in the program.

“1 feel mysell as more of a
lender, g 1 kind of help my see-
thom with the prusie, and | help
them follow the director,” be
said.

As for hmsell, he aays the
program &5 still 8 good opporte-
nity o koop playing in the sam
mer, “There's not a whale Jot 1o
o as far s playing an instru-
menl.” he aaid, speaking of
other oppertunities to practice
i the summer. “There are some
camps that | could do, but they
cost a lot af money and this is
for free, w0 it keeps me playing
1's A nden experience. And R's
outside. | like that.*

Eric Ippaliti, who plays clar-
inel. agrees that (he opportuni-

enjuys hedping other sto-

ty Lo practice s good, but says
be Hoes il for other reasons as
wedl. "1 like doing the band with
my Iriends and stuff, and it's
Jast keind of like a relaxing
time,” he said.

“Diemise j& & very good
instructor, and 1 think ghe gives
ns really good music — some
challenging and some good for
practicing and keeping m
shape.”

Emily Hall, a 1-year-old stu-
dent ut Seeltoni High School,
who plays the flute, has been
particlpating in the band for the
past three years and laking
leszong [rom Laferrere even
lomger. She says she got
involved Im the band threagh
Laferriere and found other rea-
sons bo conlioe with it

“T bassically just go for the
fun of it and just to be around
everyone else and jest have fun
and play in the band, Hall said.

*I rarely gel to do seenething
that & like very, very fum, And
Jost samething to do for myself
and for others.” as well as *to
el (he other Mule players o,
and Just try and set & good
example,” she sald



