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NOTES FROM
THE PRESIDENT

To start off with, I'd like to make an
apology to our readers. The summer edition
of Quarternotes was not released and there-
fore was not mailed out. So if you were won-
dering way you didn’t see it in your mailbox
this past July that is the reason. Looking
ahead, we are starting our planning for next
yiear which will be the focus of this year's
annual meeting. As always, we encourage
our readers to contact us with new ideas for
projects and activities as well as feedback on
past events.

We at the MRF are saddened by the recent
passing of Jack Hagopian. He and Rose were
avid supporters of the goals of the MRI and
were instrumental in helping us get started.
You can read more about Jack and the
important contribution the Hagopian's made
to the MRP in an article in this issue of
Cuarternotes, He will be certainly missed in
the communiky.

{-'Jfl-ég- P
Dave Rolince, Pres. MRP
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...AND THE WINNER IS...

The MRP Scholarship Committee is pleased
to announce Michael Flanagan, who graduat-
ed from Brockton High School, as this year's
winner of the $200 scholarship award.
Michael's primary instrument is the alto sax-
ophone, and he is continuing his studies at
Berklee College of Music in Boston, majoring
in jazz performance and music education.
Congratulations Michael!

-Carol Low Allen and Nancy Allen
Scholarship Conumittee
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IT'S NEVER TOO LATE
TO THINK
ABOUT YOUR 2003 TAXES!
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It's already November! The hectic holi-
days are right around the corner. Why not
plan now on making a tax deductible dona-
tion to the MRF! This gives you the benefit
of a tax deduction, and helps the MRP con-
tinue its work to provide scholarships to
music students, purchase music for schools
and organizations that lack the financial
respurces, and sponsor music events in your
community that are both educational and
entertaining. Send your donation with the
form on the right. [t's as easy as that!!!

As a special bonus, the first 50 dona-
tions of $50 or more, will receive a special
MRP thank vou gift and the Newman's
recipe book with Doreen’s “Finger Lickin'
Hombre Country Ribs” and all the final-
ists' recipes. (see back for details)
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MUSIC THROUGH THE CENTURIES:

THE HISTORY OF
“A NEW-ENGLAND BOY’'S
SONG ABOUT
THANKSGIVING DAY”
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A few songs come to mind when we think
of Thanksgiving, such as “We Gather
Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing 7 or
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come!” The most
popular by far is “Owver the River and
Through the Wood.” Hum a few bars and
you are on a sleigh hurtling over white and
drifted snow. You can see the very bridge in
Medford, MA, that goes over that river. Few
can name the author of those memorable
Iyrics, yet shee was one of the most remark-
dhle women of the nineteenth century,

Lydia Marie Child was bom in Medford,
MA in 1802. Maria, (her preferred name), was
the youngest of seven children of a baker. It
is said on Thanksgiving Eve, her mother tra-
ditionally set out a groaning board of pies
and puddings and mvited the poor.
Certainly that feast was the inspiration for
Maria's later verses and her lifelong passion
for the less fortunate.

"Over the river and through the woods"...
this standard winter holiday song is familiar
to millions. Originally published Flowers
for Children, Vol. 2 in 1844, the poem has
long outshone the rest of the poems
in that volume, Here are its

memorable words:

A TRIBUTE TO
JACK HAGOPIAN

As a nascent organization in 1997, the
MRF went through the usual struggles of
non-profit groups of establishing itself in the
community and securing a funding base
upon which it could launch its projects, Fund
raising often is a creative art, and when our
current Vice-President Doreen submitted her
barbecued ribs recipe to the annual
Newman's Own recipe contest, we didn't
have very high expectations. Lo and behold,
Doreen’s recipe was selected as one of the 10
finalists and earned the MREP $5,000. In addi-
tion, the grocer from whom we purchased
the Newman's Own Salsa, the main ingredi-
ent in the barbecue sauce, received $7,500
from Newman's for the charity of their
choice. Rose and Jack were invited along
with Doreen and me to the awards dinner in
New York City where we and the MRP were
formally recognized as finalists. We had a
great time with Rose and Jack and when the
57,500 award to RoJack's was announced,
Jack graciously acknowledged the merits of
our organization and indicated that he would
donate the RoJack's award to the MER.

The rest is history. This money forms the
core of the MRP scholarship fund and the
Music Lending Library which contin-
ues to be our most popular pro-
jects, Jack Hagopian's deep regard
for his community and its
people is a legacy that will
live on.

The MREP is forever
thankful to the Hagopian
family for their generosity
and support. This pillar in
our community will be
surely missed,
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A NEW-EMCLAND BOY'S SOMNG

. Ower the river, and through
= thie wood,
to Grandfather's house we go;
b horse knows the way
Lo carry the sleigh
through the white and
drifted snow.
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MName

Address

THANK YOU for your donation of $

(Direct my Contribution to:)

__General Fund __ Music Library __ Scholarship Fund

__ Community Challenge Cup __ Website Maintenance

Checks can be made payable to: Music Revitalization Project, Inc
Mail to: MRF, PO Box 709, Norton, MA 02766.

M-u-s-1-c
REVITALIZATHIN
PROJECT, INC.
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