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This time of year we generally reflect
on the events of the previous 12 months
and look to the next with anticipation.
While [ don't claim to be a seer, the
cautions I mentioned in the last Quarter
Notes issue about dwindling state funds
for distribution at the local level are all
but a reality. It will be difficult indeed
to hand Governor Romney a balanced
budget for 2003 without significant cuts
in local aid. This includes public school
funding which historically means the
potential for reductions in arts and
MUsic programs.

[ anticipate the MRP and its supporters
will be taking an active role this coming
year in helping school music organiza-
tions maintain their standards for
excellence. We will keep a close ear to
the track this year and work to provide
assistance where it is needed most
through advocacy, access to our music
lending library, and financial support.

Let’s look ahead to an “upbeat” 2003.
Dawe Rolince, Pres. MRP
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MUSICAL HOLIDAY CARD
WRAP-UP!

Well,we did it! We played “White
Christmas” enough times to actually get
a white Christmas! We performed a total
of 23 musical cards and raised just over
$1000. Many, many thanks to
our players;

Barbara Kuzdzol, Terry White, |
Dave Tagliomonte, Chris
Sullivan, John Zawislak,
Marie Savas, Doreen Velmer,
Kerri Naismith, Mary Domer,
Peter Brooks, Paula Bozoian,
and to Russ Weisman who
wanted to play, but due to
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THINK ‘MRF’ FOR YOUR
2003 CHARITABLE PLANNING!
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It's the beginning of a new year and soon you
will be inundated with charity requests. Why
not plan now on making a tax deductible dona-
tion to the MR This gives you the benefit of a
tax deduction, and helps the MRP continue its
work to provide scholarships to music students,
purchase music for schools and organizations
that lack the financial resources, and sponsor
music events in your community that are both
educational and entertaining,

Send your donation with the form on the
right, It's as easy as that!!

THANK YOU

illness could not join us. Russ, we all
wish you a very speedy recovery!

Also many thanks to all of you who
purchased a card this year. We saw a lot
of familiar faces from previous years,
and we met many new people along the
way. The MRP thanks all of you for your
generosity! So until next year, we wish
you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

- Carol Lou Allen
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MUSICIANS THROUGH THE CENTURIES:

FRANCIS
JOHNSON
(1792-1844)
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On January
20th we celebrate
with a holiday in
honor of Martin
Luther King ]r.
This day is used
to reflect on
issues of civil
rights and racial
equality. It has
occurred to me
that we have
never dedicated
time in this col-
umn to a significant
black musician. There are many to
choose from. [ decided to go the more
obscure route to introduce you to a truly
interesting figure from a time in our his-
tory when few black folks in this country
could rise to a place of prominence. He
may be obscure today, but in his time he

[ EEEEEREE]

"
-
»
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
»
-
"
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
»
-
"
-
-
-
-
-

MName

QUARTER NOTES

I R R R R R R N N NN NN
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF THE MUSIC REVITALIZATION PROJECT, INC,
R R R N N R R N NN N NN NNy

JAN/FEB/MAR 2003 VOL 4.-IS5UE 1

was quite famous.

This man is Francis (Frank) Johnson
and his lifetime spanned from 1792 to
1844, a time period in a young Republic
when slavery for black folks was an
accepted fact before the Civil War. Yet
his accomplishments as a musician
would garner him respect and admira-
tion on a worldwide basis, including
many “firsts” for a black American.

He was a free black, famous as a keyed
bugle player, violinist, bandleader and
composer. Born in the West Indies,

he made Phila-

delphia his

home around
1809. By 1819
he was well
known in
Philadelphia
as a leader of

a dance

orchestra,

. “Frank
= Johnson's
Colored Band.”

Johnson's

career flour-

ished in the

1820s as he

and his band

performed at
most of the
major dance functions in Philadelphia,
including dancing schools, balls, and pri-
vate parties. His talents were also in
demand from military regiments in the
city. The Washington Guards Conpany
Three Band (later the Washington Grays),
the State Fencibles Regiment, and the First
Troop Philadelphia City Caualry all
employed Johnson and his musicians.
He used different instrumentations,
strings and winds, depending on the
function. The various ensembles also
performed at resorts such as Saratoga
Springs and Cape May.

Johnson was the first American black
to publish music (1818}, to give formal

Address

Amount %

_ General Fund

__Music Library

(Direct my Contribution to:)

__Scholarship Fund

Checks can be made payable to: Music Revitalization Project, Inc
Mail to: MRP, PO Box 709, Norton, MA 02766.
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