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NOTES FROM
THE FRESIDENT

Ahh, the lazy days of summer. Right! [T yvour
lives are 1n1|:h1n|.. like onars, summer is any-
thimg but lazy. Taxi the kids o summer day
camp, Long weekend visits From out of kwn
ralatives, le list goes on. But wait. There
really i= 3 chanee be st back and let somecme
entertain you imstead. [ts called the Outdoor
Yark Band Coneert, and they ane evirywhere,

The theme of this issue of Cuarternotes is
the Summer Cutdoor Concert, Prom it color-
fal history be a list of scheduled perfor-
mances in the area, we've fried fo highlight
this truly American art form. 5o do yourselfa
Bvor and enjov a lazy summer evening at an
oubdocs comeert in your bown,
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‘02 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER!
The MEF scholarship committes is pleased
to announce Amy Hubbard as our winner of
thi= vear s award. Amy is a graduating senior
from Seekonk High Schood, and will be pur-
suing a Music Education degree at the Uni-

versity of Massachusetts, Dartmouth, All of
us at the MEI wish Amy the best of luck in

achieving her poals, Congratulations Amy!
MRP Senlarsliip Commitier,
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lowal libraries and the Massachusetts Cultural
Councils b bring vou a performance of the
New England Percussion Ensemble at the
Norton Public Library, July 23, 7pm. The
MNEPE stages a unique show of percussion
instrumentation entitled “Language of the
An-cients"which fraces the use of percussion
initially as a means for communication for
early man up ko the myriad of items used
todav in moden musical compositions, This
i5 a hands-on inberactive program for all ages
that yins won't want b miss!

O August 12, :30pem, the Con Brio
Chuintet will be featiired at thL Seekonk
Lileary as part of the Library's Wednesday
Migght Concert Series. The Con Brio Quintet's
arrangements of dassical and popular selec-
tions pﬁf-.lrrm*d o oo, clarinet, bassoon,
flute and Fremch hoen are a feast for the ears.
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Ering vinar lavwn chairs and piondc dinmers for 2

a most enjovable evening of Prokofiev's FPefer
ared Hee Wolfand mme!
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FUSIC THRCLUGH THE CENTURIES:

QUTDOOR SUMMER
BANDSTAND CONCERTS

We are mow well into the summer sesson.
Already most of us have enjoyved participat-
ing im an oubdeor Band corcert, either as a
performer or as part of an audience, Every
vear oubdeor band concerts are happening all
across America. There is nothing quite like it.
| checked out the web locking for informa-
tion on summer band concerts bor this article.
| had thonssamds of hits These were mostly
schedules tor summer concerts, but also
inclided some band kistores and such. The
bands were everywhere you can imagine.

There was & Kme, when every town had at
least ome band, Back then music could be
hesarel walting threagh the sam-
mer air on any given night.
Apparent]y the sum-
mier bamd comeert is
today as popular
as @ver, and
imore bl
tows than | real-
ized. I spite of
the acoustics
that are general-
ly less than
desirable (ampli-
fiers usually exacer-
bate the problem), and
performances that are less
perfect than the band would Jike
them to be, and the bugs, we still find folks
of every age pathering to lisben.

It is a wonderful feeling o be cut in natuare
and hearing the somerous offerings of our fel-
lenw bumam beings, It is at once a part of the
nahural scene, and vet.well, manmade, The
scene has the andience on the prass with a
blanket, sitting in lawm chairs oF on park
benches. [t is in a park-like setting, church-
vard or open feld. The bard 13 in a gazebo,
in a band shell, on a staging area or just out
under the open sky. Folks are listening inbent-
ly o7 chatting among themselves, Children
play and dance of mimic thve musicians. And
at times the audience becomes a bit unruly
aned physical, usually in synchromous meve-
mints and scunds to the band performance.,

After all, this is not the symphony lall.
This is the outdoors. Mature is the host, the
hoise and the decorations. In some ways the
comcert is a celebration in nature, Here we can
fee] free b move and react be the music with
little restraint. [tisa fumfime. It is a social
event. [t 18 & Hime by enfey in your own way.

| love summer concerts for all these rea-
aoma To me they are as American as hot
daogs, apple pie and baseball. When we talk
of Amerieana, very often images come b
mind in muted colors or red, white and blue.
| see carriages, parks and folks with relaxed
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smiles in a simple place and me. More often
than ok, & band appears in the backgrroumd,
Vs, the summer band concert has been a
largne pairt of our beritagme for centuries,

Whether we are in the peaceful surroumd-
ings of Tanglewood, dapping to the 1512
Crveerture om the Esplanade, enjoving a com-
munity band in the fown park, or screaming
at one of the many Woedstock-like rock con-
certs, | think if is safe b say that pest about
EVETVONE CAT eNjoy a SUMMET congert.

S0 | had to sk myself just whene it all got
started. When was music first enjoyed out-
doors? Who plaved the first concert? For
such a popular activity, surely seme historian
has sbudied and wrobe about it [ couldn’t
seem o fAnd that piece of Literature any-
where, 5o | decided to start looking deeper,

[t seems that plaving cutdoors is an
activity that starked too far back,
This is semething that sits
at the very beginnings
of modern musical

instrument perfor-
By rnances. [ carne

E#, across some difi-
Pl niticms of the

B word band” as it
¥ relates bo mnsic.
In gremeral, Hhy
" zaid that 'a band is
2 a proup of musicians

Plaving principally
wind and percussion
instruments, wsieally ocdeors]

Then, in keoking over some material

about “early bands’, | found such definitions
as, ‘gronpings of kead instruments..,, for cut-
door activities] These meanings go back cen-
turies, long before there wias a LISA,

As | thaought about this, 1 began to realize
that the traditicon of plaving a band concert
indeors probably has the shorter history. As
thi: band had its beginnings somse centuries
ap, they were primarily playing oubdooes,
S0 | have given up on the pursuit of the first
oulkdoor comcert

Shill we have these Americana imagnes foat-
ing around that act as an icon for the cutdoor
comcert as | know it S0 instesd of trving to
fired the Rirst band comcert, [ thought [ would
b st & few of the bands that hiedped &
create and encourage that image for us, There
are many, but | chise The United States Ma-
rine Band, The Gilmore Band, The Goldman
Band out of MYC, and The Boston Pops, Of
these, only the Gilmore Band is no longer
active,

United Seates Marine Band

O July 10, 1798, in the makion's capital of
Philzdelphia, President Jolm Adams signed
am Act of Compress establishing the United
Stabes Marine Band. The original "32 drum-
miers and fifers” assisbed in recruiting and
entertained residents. The Unibed States
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