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MOTES FROM
THE PRESIDENT

and g0 |."I.|.'.'II'I"'i |:|‘rl. thm:l ﬂ:lrc:-f’rht ‘-_hlmtlr“
nobes mewsletber. We hope it is serving its
purpise of keeping our friends and support-
ers up-to-date on MEFP events and music
relatied happenings in the commaumity,

We look forward to this new vear as one
that will fulfill thie “Strength in Rumbers”
theme | introduced at the Anmual Meeting in
Oetober, The poal i to double active parfic-
patiom by folks like yourselves im the MEP
and "r1H|"~'|:'D1errw| events, By increasing
participation we can continue te grow MEP
name recognition 3 a princpal Fv.ln:t in the
ComnmLriy music scene and oome up with
new ideas on how to expand awaremss of
and support excellence in live comcert band
performance - the cormwrstones of our ongani-
zation. Write or give us a call at 508 226 6857
to fimed oart mone on how v Gan belp,

O behalf of the MEP board I'd like to wish
all of you a prosperous Mew Year filled with
joveus music and good fortune.

P “t,o_-a,f
51 ! m Daze Redmee, Pres. MED

MRF PO BOX 709

“TEMPORARILY"
OUT OF SERVICE

D 0 3 miscommunication with the LIS Meat
CHfice branch in Morton, the MEP post office
b was temporarily out of service from
approximately MNovember 24 until December
0, Consequently, any comespondenoe you
matled to the MEF, PO Box 70%, Morton, A
027060 during that ime may have been
returned to vou marked "Return be Sender-
Bow Closed,” The problem has been comrected
and the post office box is noew in service. We
apelogize for any incomverdence this may
hawve cansed,
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HOLIDAY MUSICAL
CARDS UPDATE:
HOW SWEET IT WAS!

Thils year was a very speaal one for our
Musical Christmas Cards fundraiser. At least
it seems that way b ome Just think of it We
are @ non-profit organization looking for con-
tribustions in the menths follewing a disaster
that has probably drained more from good-
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son fo other nesds? Why indeed!

Well, I'm here to tell you that there is
mone basirt ouk thene - and miome f spane,
Mo Grinches or Bah! Humbugs. 1t makes my
heart light when [ look back at the Musical
Chiristmas Cards we delivered this year.
Thirese whe chose fo bring us inbe their
hoames, businesses, parties and church ser-
wices, were nof just generous benefactors
[and so very generous many of them were).
But they also seemed to have a wonderful
spirit. A jpirit that sang along with our
songs even if they uttered not a sound (bt
many did sing aleng). It was this wonderful
spirit that madie our fund-raising ssm
almost FUIN-raising, instead. It's always a
plessrre to bring o imbo someones life,
eapecially if it can be dome musically. This
ear | felt much more of the same oy coming
back o us than ever before,

| wank ko thank all thise who enjoyed oar
Musical Christmas Cards this year. You really
made this fund raiser the mest successful to
date. You not only provided us with the
larppest amount of Remds ever, but you also
broupht a spedal feeling to those of us who
performied for you, God Bless You and Thank
ou =0 minch.

We had some veterans and some miw
folks joining us in our perfermances this
wear, Wi seemed b0 be bether than ever, musi-
cally, We even added a few new nes b our
reperhoire because wie had the musiciarship
b do it 5o [would like o thank all the vol-
vnkeers whio gave of their fme and helped us
e make this the most snccessfol Musical
Christmas Card Fundraiser ever!

Something like this may be hard o repeat.
My hope for the neww year is that when we
reach this time again next vear, we find our-
selves singing in even mone harmony & our
spirits are lifted together.

-lohi Fanmslak

COMPOSERS THROUGH

THE CENTLURIES:

CIRCUS BANDMASTER,
KARL L. KING (15891-1971)

I I:lpp'c M Wit !l

IF wour 've played in a marching band or &
comcert band, you've probably plaved at least
rime, 1F rink fnan'.' of the marches eomposed
by Karl King, He is known as America’s
March King. Surely youl miist have seme
tamiliarity with the Liberty Mard: Folio or
Marcking o Vi Y. These are juat B of at
least & march books containing Karl King

v compositions that have been used through

the decades in high schools and colleges all

+actnsa the Unlted States,

hearted folks' pockets than ever in our hisbe-

rv. Why should we expect these same souls
o reach down deeper just bo help cut the
MEF in our cause, which pales in compari-

In all, Karl King published over 200 march-
g5, bk his talents were not limited only o

: marches. He published almost 100 ather com-
¢ posibions that included walkzes, overtures,
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inbermezros, serenades, dirges, rags, and gal-
lope. This was quite a feat for a fellow whose
only formal music instruction consisted of
four piang lessors and one harmony besson
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Karl didn’t start out a5 2 composer. He
first starbed playing the comet at the age of
11 using an instrument he bought with
momey he earned selling newspapers. The
inspiration be play, and his love of music,
began after hearing concerts performed by
his hometown community band in Canten,
Chio. He joined that community band. His
first professional playing experience wias
with the Thayer Military Band of Canton and
thie Rheddermever Concert Band of Colum-
bvas, O, o the euphonium.

Ak Ehe ape of 19, Kar began a %-year skint
with raveling circuses. He first joined
Ribinson’s Famoass Circus a2 a euphormium
Plaver. Then he moved on to the Yankee-
Ribinson, Sells-Floto, and Barrum & Bailey's
Circuses. In 1913 he wrote his moest Ennous
march, Barvem and Briey’s Favorste. Even
today, if semecme were to hear this march, it
wiould imvoke visions of the Circus, IE became
cne of the mest fameus marches in the
warld, and was adophed as the theme song
for Barnum & Bailey's Circus, In 1914 he was
appoinbed Bandmaster of the Sells-Floto and
Buffalo Bill Combined Shows He held this
pasition for fiwo viears before taking the posi-
tion of Bandmaster with Barmum & Bailey’s
“Createst Show on Earth,” His wife, Euth
joimed him at this tme as the cdrous calliope
plaver, They continued with thie show unkil
reburning to their Ohio home in 1919, when
Karl toak the position of Dhrector for the
Grand Army of Canton

O year later the Kings moved to lowa
where Karl took the peeition of Music
Dhresctor For the Fort Dodge Municpal Band,
He had an immediate impact on the band,
establishing poals, style and program reper-
foire that pleased both the nnsicians and the
amdience. He was respectid and revered by
all who played under his baton, and he inflo-
encied many who went om to professions in
mivisic. The band scen became known as
“King's Band,” Akter his death it was fermal-
Iy renamed the "Karl L. King Municpal
Band at Fort Dodge.”

Liowed for mose than just his music, he was

a good citizen, always working and using his
influence to help improve life for all in the
comnimirity. Most davs he was seen about
town, stopping to chat with local folks aboat
ane thing o another. Coeasionally he would
help out somecne whi was down on his or
her hsck. Even the madia enjoyved his intelli-
gent and witty exchanges, quoting him often.

Duiring his ke he received many tributes.
He received honorary degrees, memberships
and awards of all sorts from ANy organiza-
tions. He was president of the lowa Band-
masters Assoctabion and of the American
Bandmasters Assodation. He was the frst
non-high school diredtor fo receive the preati-
gious Edwin France Goldman Award from
the Matonal Band Association: then in 14980
they listed him in the Hall of Fame of
Matinguizhed Band Conductors.

Today the Karl King Band is still very
active in Fort Dodge, carrying on the great
misical traditions of Karl's time., If vou travel
there sofme day vou may cross the Dhes
Moines River via the Karl L. King, Bridge. A=
vous enter Fort Dodge, vou will be greeted by
a great sigm that savs, “Welcome to Fort
Dosdpre, Home of Kat L. King.”

Omee, at the lowa Bandmasters Conven-
tion, Karl wrode & special march for his friend
Henry Fillmore who was a guest conductor,
They pl:l]rd it out as & surprise, and when
Fillmore saw the title, King Hemry, he tumed
o Karl and said that he would uumeda',' ded-
icate a march to him. After Fillmere died, it
was diseoverad that he fulfilled that promise,
but the march had never been published.

At an Amercan Bandmasters Convention,

Karl was invited fo be guest conductor. They
pulled out Fillmere's march as a surprise o
him. He then conducted the premier pertor-
mance of Ketg Kard Kieg, & very appropriate
title for America’s March King,

More imformation on Karl King and the
Karl King Band mav be found on the web at
wwrws-hamilion kT 2 0a.us karlking.

LOCAL BAND SPOTLITE:
SOUTH SHORE CIRCUS
CONCERT BAND

If vous Five within a 2M0-mile radius of East
Eridpmewater, you most certainly have had
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apportunities by hear one of the south shore's
finest. Depending on the night and nature of 3

the performance, this community band might 2

entertain you with anything from standard
coieert band fare Bo Ehe masic for which ik is
naticnally known, the music of the American
Circus. This is the musie that accompanied
thousands of performances under the Big

Torg, entertained bebwesn acts, and was used
to parade through the streats,

With abeat beee doren musicians, this
band has made 21 recordings on cassettes
and CIV's of original music that was used by
circnses for more than a cenitury. These
recordings. preserve the “Seunds of the
Circus="that were actually performed until
the standard circuis band was replaced by
elactronics,

The band started [ife as the Abington

Legion Post Band in 1947, then moved to
Eeckland, then to East Bridgewater, their

home today, In 194 Kichard Whitmarsh took :

Ehe bakor [F was his FBscinabon with dreas
music that started their odyssey under the
Big Top.

Since that time the band has had premier
performances with the Big Apple Cirous and
played ringside at the Hanneford Brothers
Chreus, the Sells and Gray Circus, and the
Clyde Beatty Cole Brothers Cincus, They have
alsy performed ab national comventions of the
Circus Fans of America, Experts within the
circiid world, suich as Alan Slifka, Finder of
the Big Apple Gircus, have recognized this
lecal troupe of musicians o be one of the
finest examples of a cirous band that exists
bocday. In 1972 Merle Evans, long fime con-
ductor of the Kingling Brothers and Barnum
and Bailey Circus Band, honored the band
when he guest conducted at a concert and
proneunced them b have an “authentic cr-
cus sound.” In 1985 the bamd went to
Milwaukes, Wisconsin, where they provided
the background music during Turner
Broadeasting’s presentation of the "Great
Cirows |'arade.”

Muost recently they performed at the
Macy's Thanksgiving Day Farade in Mew
York City aboard a Circus Wagon. The
wagon, pulled by % harses, was taken out of
& cireus musesm for the oceasion. Cnly half
the band could fit on the wagon, but they
sHIl made a glordous sound 25 they passed
through Herald Square. This was their sec-
ol Macy's Parade

The band has had many performances
arotnd Mew England including the Hertage
Plantation, Brockton Art Museum, Canobie
Lake Mark and “The Big E* in Springfield.
They are probably the only dvilian band to

have played abeard the LSS Constitution. 5o 3

if you find yourself in a south shore commu-
nity this summer, look for & performance by
the South Shore Circus Concert Band. You
wiolt'k be disappoinged.

If voun wonlbd like to know more about this
communily band, o arrange for a concert, or
to purchase one of their recordings, “The

Simareds .|,"H|.- If_uulh Eﬂeﬁw eontact Richard
Whitmarsh, 41 Bi-dmrd 5t, E. Bridgewater,
MA D2323, (508] 3782567, of visit the welslbe
at wwwsoundsofhecinons. com.
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that the MRI"s grant pro- EH

posal to sponsor a live per- Gl Lo

: formance by the Mew S

England Percussion I-_nnemblem A.trjuham

v s won approval from the Attleboro

#

Cultural Coundl. This promises to be an
exciting show for the whoele family. Details of
the event, which is scheduled for fune, will
appear in the next issue of CuarterMobes.

Last October we submitted grant propos-
ala to 3 local culbural counells for live musical
performances this coming summer. e
expect additional responses shortly and we
will keep you informed of other concert
dakes aa they approach. Hay tuned!

"!.'IUS[C LEND]NE LIBRJ‘LRT

If Y I'mﬂ M thnt i% mat |.'-"l.'1l'l'-’ l.m'd

why net put it on the shelves of the MEP
||1:-T;|rt in order b make it available fo obhers
whe may mok be able to afford to purchase
mwsic, To obtain a list of current band music
for loan, or to make a donation, call Caral
Loar Allen ab 305-222-2804, The library is froe
for any music orgarization b borrow.

MREF WISH LIST:
¢ Respurces for Website Creation

¥ Danations of Band Music for ¢
the Music Lending Library :

¢ Wandwind, Brass or Percussion
Instruments

# Vislunbeers
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0127 Teston Ciky Bared -1 pm
Faneuil Hall, Teston
(1] Metropolitan Wind Symphony

Matick High School - Spm

307 SEMass Wind Symphony Irish Concert
Wheaton College, Morbon- 3 pm

IF vou weuld like to serve on the Besmd o volunieer

for a comupities, meetings are held the 2nd Friday of
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Feopid, Ire. BOL oos 500 Mapon, M4 D70k 41 wrhcles meinded are
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