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NOTES FROM

THE PRESIDENT

The tragic events of September 11 have
undoubtidly stirned stromg emotions in all of
us, emotions that need the proper release. .

I've always boen amazed how during times

like this, music and seng play such an impoer-

tant rode in e wav wie as humans deal with

complex sifuations and release our emotional 2

enveriey, [usk Jook at how God Hiess Amerim
becarme our mation's rallving call ot of
despair and hopelessness, Americ the
Fendifid sung and played at the Matiomal
Cathedral instilled comfort and inner
strength bo all of us whe watched.

husic, like no other form of expression, =
sopthies the seul amd lifts the heart. Mo doubt -

thiere will be several minw compostions
inspired by that fateful day that will seek to
capture the feelings and grip s in their inter-
pretation and delivery. Such is the awesome
force of masic, the mast powerful form of
human expression

U behalf of e membsers of the MEE |
: e b learn more about the MER Call Dave

want b extend our heartfelt sympathies to

the families and friends of the vickims of this .

terrible tragedy.
E-.rl._,r .Iﬁ'
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Chur instroment “Petting Zeo”at the Attle-
boro Wednesday Market was a big hit again

this summer. Kids and adults alike had the
chance to try out a trumpet, clarinet, fuke,
trombone, savephone and French horm under 3
thie cower of thie new canopy we brimgs to out- =
door MEF events, Mot only does the canopy
provide excellent cover, but it also helpsus 3
stand out in the crowd (as if the sounds of 3
the instruments don't alneady do thatl), -

We had the good fortune this summer of

having the *Petting Zow™ featured in the San :

Dvoe Rodimce, Pres. ME™ 5
INSTRUMENT PETTING Z0OO
HITS A HIGH NOTE .

Chronicle, complete with several photos of ¢ a madley of seasonal selections. This year we
¢ kids checking out the insbruments, In addi- & are uffn;'nng Cards” on the weekends

¢ Hom, we spoke o docens of new people ¢ bebween Dec 7 and Dec 22, The price is 525,

: about the poals and objectives of the MRE, £ fully faxt deductible, and all proceeds g fo
and even recelved i donation of a flute : the MREF to help fund activities for the com-
bowvard our inskramant lending program., 2 ingg year, Call John Zawislak at 508 545 (423

+ We'd like bo extend a spedal thanks to MEF 1 for more information and to reserve a

s supporbers Marie and Tanya Savas, Terry & “Card.” In addition, anyone interested in vol-

+ White, Barbara Kudzol, Gillian Velmer and * unteering their time and talent by playing

¢+ Matales Rolince for volunteering thir tme = fheir instrements, should also call [ehn
in the “Lon.” E F AR EA BB R AR IR LA B R LA A E AL

e"LI!"-D THE W]Nh ER [$

Thee MR scholarship committes is pleased to
ammaunce that the 2001 scholarship has been
awarded b Alyson Boberts of Atthebony,
Alysem, a rumpet plaver at Atteboro High
School, will be pursuing a Music Education
degree at Bridgewater State College in the
fall. Compgratulations Alyson!! Thanks and
best of luck o all wh submittsd apyplications
this year

MUSIC THROUGH
THE CENTURIES:
AMFRTCA THF EFAUTIFUI

ANNUAL MEETING S5ET FOR
OCTOBER 12

The MEP will hold its Annual Meeting on
Friday, October 12 ak 7:30pm. This event is
open te all MEFP members and supporters,
The Anmual Meeting is where we review the
accomplishments of the past vear and talk
abeart plans for the coming vear, 183 fun
time and great opportunity for our support-

Folince at 506 226 (897 for more information
and directions bo the event.

The necent world events have triggered a
remewed pasaion for Patrioksm in America.
We =g and hear all around us the sights and
apnareds Ehat reflect a new awareness of 4 na-
tional pride. As we expand our chests in this
pride, as we raise our fists in deflance, a5 we
bow our heads in prayer, as tears roll down
otk eheeks for the loss of Hvees, for acts of
heroism, and a longing for things te be back
the way they once were.. there s Music
Music helps us express our feelings and pro-
vides a backdrop for our real life experiences,
no matter what emotion drives a particular
event in our lives. Somme of this moale s new
some has been around as lomgr as this coumtry
f5 old. Some keeps coming back again and
again, for it is the kind of music that never
Irses boisch with our humanity and cur
neads

Tisday, as flags are befng Aowen all cver
America, there are many songs that help us

RESERVE A HOLIDAY
MUSIC CARD NOW!

Locking for that unique gift for the person
who has everyihing? How abiut a 17 minute
live comcert on their doorstep. Musical
Christmas Cards is the MEMs annual fund
raiser where a group of volunbeer musicians
kreck om Ehwe hacky recipients door and play
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IT'S NEVER TOO LATE TO THINK
ABOUT YOUR 2001 TAXES!

Wiow, 189 already October! Soon the heactic boli-

days will be upon us. Why not plan now on
making & tax deductible donation to the MR
This gives you the benefit of a tax deduction,
and helps the MET continue its work bo pro-
vide scholarships to music students, purchase
miusie for scheals and organizations that lack
the financial rescurces, and sponsor music

events in your eommunity that are both educa-

tional amd entertaining, Send your donation

with the form on the rght. [t's a3 easy as that!!!

THANK YOU

Mame

Address

Amount 5 (Direct my Contribution to:)

_ General Fund  __ Music Library  __ Scholarship Fund

Checks can be made payable to: Music Revitalization Project, Inc
Mail to: MRE, PO Box 709, Norton, MA 02766,

communicate as one voles. That volce most
often seeking be sing of Matriotism and Love
of Couinbry, There are 3 songs that are being
sung every day all over America in recent
wesks, Rather than the naual biography in

this issue, | thought it would be interesting to &

Tesik: ik the hastory of these three inspira-
tiomal somps.

() Beawbifal for Spacious Skiss,

or America Hhe Beantiful [1855)
In 1926 there was a strong push to adept this
hymn as the national anthem. Even today
there are those who would prefer it to the
Star Spangled Frmer. It is a song that started
in the heart of a poet who developed an

intense love for her country during a trip that

took her from ber home af Wellesley College
in Massachusetts to Colorado,

In 1595 Katherine Les Bates (15859-1924),
poet and teacher, went on a prairie wagon
tour of Pikes Meak. At the tep, Kathering
would later recall, “we stoed at last om that

Gabe-of-Heaven summit...and gazed in word-

Jess raphure over the far expanse of moumtain
ranges and sea-tike sweep of plain. it was
then and there that the opening lines of
America the Beawtiful sprang into being.” By
the time she left Colorado Springs four stan-
Fas were aompleted.

In 1845 she published the poem in a reli-
ghous magazing, The Congrepationalise. [t
became so popular that requests began to
pour in For eoples and permission b use ik A
second revision of the poem appeared in the
Boston Evening Transcript, MNovember 19,
191M. This revision was made to simplify the
text and make it easier o set to music.

Initially there was no music to go with the
poermn. There have been at least 50 composi-
tions used with it. In 1928 a contest spon-
soted by the National Federation of Music
Clubs ailed to come up with music for the

g, OF all the musie bried, only one really
fit and lastad. It is from an 1852 -:mrlpf-l:irinn
by Samuel A. Ward, a MNew Jersey musician.
His tune was written for the 17th century
poem, Materna, whose meter was. the same
as Katherine's poem.

Why {5 this song 5o loved by all?
Fatherine Bates pml.tnbh' struck the right
chord when she said, "That the hymn has
gained..such a hild ars-il.' has wpen our peo-
ple, is clearly duse bo the fact that Americans
are at heart idealists, with a fundamental
faith in hisman brotherhood.”

(el Mlegs America (T8
Cod Bless America, Just these three words
have been repeated by o many people from
Presidents to commen felk when we want to
express our deslre for a safe and strong
nation. These words are also the repeated
refraim of the song of the same name; a song

Ehat unites and rafses pakricti emokions
whenever a aowd gathers and sings it. This
s was commposed by an immigrant who
left his homie in Siberia when be was just 5
vears old, bub gres up in e Mes York City

: quickly adepted For use in schools and dvic
¢ ceremonies. This song is still rebevant

s becawse it speaks of this country's humble

beginmings and evokes an expression of na-

¢ Honalist ideology on behalf of citizen singers

area to bacome ome of America’s song writing :

b, Irving Berlin (1558-19549),

Originally written in 1918 for one of Irving
Berlin's Zefpfeld-style stage reviews called
Y, Vi, Yaphaek,” it was shelved before
anyore heard (8 [Ewas net in keeping with
the more irreverent and comedic aspacts of
that ahwow. Twenty vears later, a5 war was
threatening in Europe, Berlin decided to
wrike a song, for . He remem-
bered this early work, pulled
ok the R ginal version and
made changes to reflect his

P VISR

“The Ente St Shon" a
very papular radio program
at that time, was chosen as the
vehicle by introduce this new song ko the
American public. It was Armistice Day in
1938, The seng was an instankaneous it It
became Kate Smith's trademark song. And it
wad the emotonal standard bearer that car-
ried Americans through WWIL

My Cowrtry ‘Tis of Thee,
or Averea (1837

This enduring song was written by Samuel
Francts Semith [1805-1895) while attending the
Andover Theological Seminary, He was
asked by ploneer music educator Lowell
Masom [1/V2-1872) to examine German somg-
bosrks and trarslate promising hymns that
would be sung by a children's choir

He came across one hymin that had a pati-

otic flair to it. He daims he did not at the
Hime recogmize the bune b be the same as
Cod Swoe the Kirg, which had been aroumd
ainee at least 1740, and had been used for
many other inspiring somyrs as well. Be that
a4 it I'|'|a'.|. thve German hymin inspired him be
write an AmeTican patriotic by, Within
half an hour he drafted nes |:|.'I'I{"l--.|r'| &
scrap of paper.

The first performance of Smith's song was
by Mason's children's choir at the ndepen-
dence Day celebration (uly 4, 1831) in
Baston's Park Strest Church. It was then used
by Masen as an example of his controversial
claim that mast children could benetit from
pvissical inabruction, and be claimed it
demimstrated the potential of song in the
culbivation of dvic virtue. In 1558 the Boston
School Committes approved music instruc
Fon i all city schools and Mason becams the
nation’s first Superimtendent of Music
Eduscation.

The Mason music education program and
sengbooks spread far and wide. Americn was

whi pledge their loyvalty and support.

Oliver Wendall Holmes, a Harvard clasa-
mate of Samuel Smith, summed it up this
way; "Everybody who sings the song at once
feels a parsonal ownership in his native land.
The hyrm will last as beng &5 the country.”

And indeed, it has.

What more is there bo sy
-Jitfiry Famnalak

 SUMMER OUTDOOR
l HIGHLIGHTS
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The MEF, in cooperation with

ﬂ'lc' Morten and Seckonk Public
|Jb|:‘a1'|E"-.-.. continued ifs summer ooncert
sponsorship with two sutdoor events this
past July. The Con Brio Chuintet performed
urrdir the garebo at the Morton Library Park
tor am enthnsd- .

astic audience
whi was espe-
aally pleased §
with group’s
renditicn of
Pater and the
r'||I| '.I

Earl Raney's Epic Hra-.u -e-nl:e-rl:am&i A ]."ﬂilv..l:'l.'l.
arowd with jazz and raghime sounds on the
lawn at Seekonk: Library's
Summier Concert Series,
Both concerts were fumded

L
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qunh ﬁ-,'“-n tl-f'.' o frjepenp—
Massachusetts Culhural

Coumeil through it Jocal colharal coundils,

10728 SE Miss Wind Symphony -3 pm
Hallowwpen Concert - Morton MS
153 Metropolitan Wind Symphony
Sarenson Center, Babson College - Bpm
12711 Werton M5 Band Congert -7 pm
12716 WS Heliday Pops Concert
Matick H.5, - Jpm
12718 Atthebore HS Winter Concert- Tpm
12019 Nerton HS Holiday Concert - 7pm
1272 N Aklebore HS Winter Concert - Tpm

IF vou would like o serve oo the Boasd or volanieer
for a commitiee, meetings are held the 2nd Friday of
every monik Call BEI%-685T for detaile
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