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NOTES FROM
THE PRESIDENT

After what seemed like a winker that would

never end, there is stromg evidence that
Spring is here. In addition to the fulips and
daffodils pushing up, thre's the siveet
soumids of middle schoel and high scheol
corcert bands funing wp and rebearsing for
that all important perenmial event - Spring
Concert Season. Cur daughter is certainly
caught up in it - practicing diligently (well,
ook of thee time) and praying that the nofes
will ring out flawlessly at the appeinted Hme
when hier section does their sali,

o can see it in these young musicans’
eves = the desire fo get it right, and when it's
over, reap the reward of resounding

in this issue of Chaarber Motes, Atbend ome of
thie many corcerts that our voumssbers will
be giving this Spriveg. Show them the support 2
and appreciation that these kids and the
scheal music programs in our community
ey, by riving them a round of applause,

Dme Ridinee, President
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Balieve it or not the snow will mel, the fow-
ers will come up and high school gradua-
tions will be here before you know it

If yimn are a graduating semor pursuing a
minsic degres in the fall, you are eligible to
apply for the Music Kevitalization Mrogect's
Scholarship award,

Application forms should be available at
vour schoeol’s guidance department by the
first of April, You can also obtain an applica-
tion by calling 508-223-38M and ome will be
mailied st o v,
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Hardly kneiwn boday, bt
at his fumeral there were
floral remembrances and
tributes that were larger
than any previcns such
gvents in the cty of Provi-
dence, Among the floral
arrangements was a basket
of tvo Fmdied roses sent

v church there were over 2000 folks frorm local
: bussinesses, professional onganizations, social

usie Revitadizetion Profect :

* and benevolent clubs, and various musical
¢ orpanizations, Whi was this man?

[ehn Philip Sousa called him the “Father of
Band Music in America.” He was ane of
America’s premier band directors in his Bme.
The band ki madie Fmons was the American
Band of Providence, Kl A band that i= shll
active fodav (see American Band article),

Born in Owege, MY, David jeined a mumdci-
pal band at a v age, plaving the comet,
He became an apprentice to his teacher,
Thimias Conlon, and moved te Elmira where
he learned about music theory, On his refum
b O im 1857 hee weas made leader of the
Cwego band. His next move was to the
Baimed Dodworth Orchestra in New York
City where he became a rencwned cometist.
He went to England for a Bme where he
learned double- and riple-bonguing tech-
rigquies, He infroduced these fechmiques to
musicians in the US. upon his refum.

I 1566 he wias hired to lead the American
Band, which was an all-brass group at that
e, He added the weodivinds and the band
was then called “Heeves' American Band.”
Hir contitmed to lead the band unkl 1552 In
15893 e lead the Gilmore Band. then retumed
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to Providence te lead the American Band
once again unkil his death,

Under his direction, the American Band
became knoivn a8 ome of the finest in the
United States. They wend on sev-
eral national beurs He alse
gained fame as a composer. He
wirode over 100 marches, The dis-
tinctive style of his marches, ow
called the “ American March
Style,” influenced and laid foum-
datioms For march compesers that
followed, some who became leg-
endary, like [ohn Philip Sousa
and Henry Fillmore. Among his
other compositions was & spec-
tacular showpiece called *Yankes
Dol Fanfasie Humaresgue,”
written for concert band, a plece still avail-
able today from MME Music

LOCAL BAND SPOTLIGHT:
Tlu- American Hand [183’? Pr-n-.amtil

If v bavie meever bien $io orwe of thatir cone
CErts, you are missing out on one of the
Coneert Band treasares of our local area. The
American Band homebase is currently on the
campus of Bhede Bland College in Provi-
demce, KL A fesw of us MEF folks have been
fir many of these concerts at the campus,
Invariably we walk away with big smiles
ared feeking fulfilled by the BN

The American Band is made wp of over 50
acdult musicians of mived backgroumds from
professicral musicians b sdvanced amateurs
whar come from different walks in life, Their
concert repertoire includes tradifienal concert
band musi<, classical themes, marches, over-
fures, descriptive and contemplative pleces,
light opera, Broadway hunes, you name it
Wou never know what o expect. They like to
keep the concerts in e tradition of the Hmes
of DLW, Keeves [see related article), John
Philip Searsa and Patrick Gilmone, That is,
they like to entertain as well as fill your ears
with wimderful seunds

---------

Yos will find that many of their comeert
are based on a theme, like © A Tithube e [ohn
Philip Scusa,” "4 Tribute b Firefighters,”

bamd | have comae ko know' and love. They

: have played over 130 concerts since 1978,

“Pops Concert,” and period-related historical =
v bamd has comtinued to prosper with Dr, Gene

coneirts. Bring along the voungsters to one
of their comtimuing series of *Young Mecple’s
Concerts,” Sometimies vou will fimd featured
soloists of both local and naticnal promi-
nense, Sometimes the feature might be a
smaller ensemble. Variety is the key.

Thas is a band with 4 fradition and a ridh
history. The American Band was foumded in

1837, and is ome of the oldest civilian concert : July 14 - Tabernack, Oak Bluffs, Martha's Vinyard

bands. [oseph Green was the first leader of
thie origsinal all-brass band, Under his baton,

continuing in the proud feadition begun in
1837 Since D, Marcimiak's death in 1%, the

Podlart at the halm.

Theeir schisdule of concerts takes them b
locations armmd Ehode sland, Commectiout
and Massachusets, indoors and oubdeors,
Coming concerts are;

Apnl 27 - Spring Concert, BL Calloge
[unie 2 - Festival of Bande, Fanewil Hall, Boshom

» For more information on The American Band

they became known as ome of the finest brass

bands in Mew England. They plaved a van-
ety of engagements from concerts to fancy
balls to military musters

In 1861 the band actually saw action at the
battle of Bull Kun, Their only loss was a bass
drum during the Union retreat. In 1565 the
band volanbeend thiir services with the
Second Brigade for the funeral services of
dbraham Lincoln,

In 1846, under the lesdership of David
Wiallis Reeves, woodwinds and other instru-
ments were added to the brass and peraus-
gion, The band became fameus throughcout
the Urited States as they made several
Maticmal tovirs, It became known as one of
the best bands i the LS. Afber the death of

David Walliz Reeves, there were many others =
whe lead the band. The most recognizable of =
thuemn wintild be Herbert L. Clark, Eventually,
& happened to many such organizations, the

dmerican Band waned in popularity

In 1978 the late Or. Frandis b, Marciniak,
Dhrector of Bands ak Bhode Island College,
reprganized the American Band. This is the

----------

TEEEE

and their concert schedule

¢ The American Band, /O Music Department

Rhode [sland Colkege, Providence, B (2908
(0] 45682, wwaworicedu am_band
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CON BRIO APPLAUSE

The Con Brio Quintet delighted a crowd
oof wight-five area kids and adults at the
Attlebore Public Library on February 17,
Highlights of the comoert, funded by the
Massachusetts Culnral Council, were the
performance of Peter and the Wolf complete
with narration, and fascinating demonstra-
ticrs of ezch instriument in the quintet by the
performers. Did you know that you could
make a French horn equivalent from a
mouthpiece and 12 feet of polyethylene tub-
ing and a funmel? And
like the pied piper, sev-
eral children made ohoe
atraws and buzeed their
way hiomee. The MIEF - **
extends a pecial thanks

: b0 Frank Molan and the Library for collabo-

: rating with us on this fn-filled event.

Help support veur lecal music organizations
by attending these live concerts:

445 Brackton & 1rj Concert - 7:3lpm

5/31  Brockton Pops Coneert « 7 pm
Brackton H -’Lu-::h'r-.mum

4725  Attleboro Jarz Festival / 55

517 Attleboro Spring Concert / 53
Kobert Bray Auditorium - 7pm

4427 S.E. Mass Wind & "?'."mql.lhwm L85
Wheaton College

4/28  Metropolitan Wind Symphony
Matick H.3. Auditorium - Bpm-Free

5iM Moarton H. ¥elle Band Concert - 645

5/2%  Norton M.5. Bands Concert -7pm

A2 MWS Festival of Bands / 11-6pm
Fanewil Hall, Baston - FEEE

A7 Wamn=ntta M3 Band Concert

Cafetorium « time tha

MREP WISH LIST:

# Resources for Website Creation

# Donations of Band Music for
the Music Lending Library

o Woodwind, Brass or Percussion
Instruments

# Valunteers

I viou would like & serve on the Board or woduntee
bor A coedwimniibes, meetings are hedd tae 2nd Friday of
every maondh, Call 518 716-6807 for clesalls.
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