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NOTES FROM
THE FRESIDENT
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One of my favorite events that the MEP
spornEors i the musical instrument “petting
200" at b Abtleboro Wednesday Might
Market. First, thers is the look of cautions
curinsity on the voungster's face as he eves
the display of rumpet, darinet, flute, sax,
trombone, and French horn, After careful
scrutiny of the options, he gimperly picks up
thie trumpet amed stretches his Brgers on the
valves. He raises it slowly bo his mouth,
inhales purposehlly and blows,

Much to his dismay, he hears nothing but
has oivm air! Then o of caar Volunbeers, see-
ing the quizrical look om the young boy's
Face, walks over to him and shows him how
o position his lips and blow on the mouth-
pirc,

I, armied with this nesw bik of kneswl-
edyre, b omoe agmin raises the instromant,
takes im another gulp of air and blurts out
his Frst nishe, s a litte fat, but after seeng
the expression of joy on a youngster's face, it
doesn't really matter. With remwawed confi-
dence he returns the trumpset bo his lips and
frivs o few mone mades, this fime depressing
the valves [s he hookedT Maybe. Will he
wake up fomorrew and forget this nesw
experience] Perhaps. Or maybe we have
simply kindled an interest that with time

QUARTER !

PET AN INSTRUMENT?

The MEF is once again sponsoring a table

 at Attlebore's Wednesday MNight Market, pro-

mokng musie suppert i eur community.

: Stop by and give yourself a treat, by test

¢ driving a musical instrument. Adults and

: youth will enjoy playing several instruments
v oaich a5 o flube, clarinet, trumpet, savophone,

trombone and french hom

The instrirment petting zo0 was a big hit
last year and we are featuring this again. You
cam also test your musical skills and kneswl-
edpge by taking a brief visual quiz on the
inatruments of tye concert band. Correct
answers receive an official MEF pendll
Keep am ear out for our purple table, and
hope to see vou at the Eairl
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The MEF Scholarship Committes is
pleasid to anneunoe Kevin MacKenzie |r of
Morton as the award redpient for the vear
2000, Kevim will be attending Berkles
College of Music in the fall. His primary
instrumant is puikar and his major will be in
performance and movie scoring,

¢+ Congratulations Kevinl!

and reinforcement could grow inbe a reward- =

ing; lifetime experience

Come share in this great opportunity to
expis kids and adults alike to the wonders
of musical instrumendts, We are looking for
vilunfeers b help man our booth, [t's 2 fun
time and a great way to show your support
for the MEF, and e experience is meossary,
Give me a call at 2235597 for dates and
fimes, Music is in evervome's future,
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Lyre Molimee, Pressdent
Mueste Kemitalizaton Prowect

Scholarship committes chairperson
Carol Loa Allen reports, “I is very difficult
b pick ome winner from all the deserving
applicants. Cuur goal for thie fotare is fo be
able o increase the amount and the rmber
of awands*

Scholarship commitbee member and
Prowidense school beacher Mancy Allen
states, " In chovsing a winmer, it is not always
the student with the highest grades, &n
enthusiastic, well written essay and good
recommendabions are major FBctors in the
selection process.”

The committer wishes all praduabes the
bt of luck!
Cane Lowe Allen
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MUSICIANS THROUGH THE
CENTURIES:

FATHER OF THE
MILITARY BAND,
PATRICK
SARSFIELD
GILMORE
(1E9-1292)
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Wirer [y Connes
Marching Home Again,

tierraly! Higrrali!
Hd you know this familiar une was intro-
duscd in the Seldiers Belurn March by Gil-
more's Band alter the Battle of Gettysburg?
It was plaved again when tropps refurmed
homie Frem battle in Desert Storm. And it
wias Patrick Gilmore himsel f whe wiobe the
words and music under the pseudomym
*Liwiis Lamnbert.”

Gilmore was a talented composer farranger
and trumpet plaver, but most of all 3 leader
of bands. He took the brass band {popular
im bhwe early 1505}, added need instrumants,
and adapbed orchestral arrangements,
marches, quick-steps and dances for this
“mew” instrumentation. He took them o the
stape and brought this music b a “dignified
musical status.” His impact was such that
b waes named the "Father of Military
Band=" in 1906 during a great Gilmore
Mernorial Coneert held in Madison Square
Carden {originally Gilmore's Garden).

Patrick & Gilmore was born on Christmas
Day, 1825, in Ballygar, Co. Galway. Asa
vournys man be joined an Engdish military
band a= a rumpet player. Several fine musi-
ciars fock him under thir wing, taught him
the fundamentals of musicianship, and
exposied him to dassical and sacred music,

In 1548 he lakt Ireland to make his home in
Boston, Omnee i Boskon he joamied a local
band, and quickly became the leader of the
Bostan Brigade Band, then the Charlestown
Bared. He was renawned for his rumpet

---------

plaving and was sought out by many bands,
The best band in America at that time was in
Salem, and he took over that band. With the
onset of the Civil War, they played at recruit-
ing rallies and other military functions

While performing for the 12th Massachu-
sebts Regiment, he bheard one recrult snging
a doleful fune known as ol Foor's Bady,
and set it o musie. [Ebecame the greatest
marching song of the war, We now we kniow
it as The Hadtle Hyma of the Reprablic,

Massachusetts CGovernor Andrews enlisted
Gilmore b frain bands for the Yankes war
effort. He persomally trained, equipped and
aenk out 20 bands, and was named “Band-
master General.” At the end of the war
President Lineoln personally asked him to

organize and perform a large celebration in
Mew Orleans

In celebration of the establishment of
naticnal peace, Gilmore organized and con-
ducted two of the most gigantic popular fes-
tivals knewn in musical history - the
MWational and World Peace [ubilees, held in
Boaton in 15869 and 187 30,000 singers,
2000) imstrumentalists, the most famous come
posers and musiaians of the day, and the best
military bands of Europe participated, As a
result, Gilmore was recognized as the pre-
mier bandmaster of the Hme,

He joined the 22nd Regiment Band in Mew
York, where he fashioned that band to
become the preatest band in the Lnited
Stabes and probably the world. On Mew
YWear's Eve in 1584, Gilmore's band went o
Trmes Square and played a concert. At mid-
nipght Gilmore fired twe pistel shots b usher
in the Mew Year, Se that's how our miodemn
tradition got started:

In 1852, "Cilmore's Band,” was celebrating

----------

2 2 great rational festival tour, when he died
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suddenly of a heart attack. On the night of
his funeral, a v Johin Philip Sousa dedi-
cated his performance to the late Gilmoare,
An frany in that Sousa would go on bo take

atch hedghts that the Irishman would
become nothing more than a footnote in the
annals of musical hisbery.

SUGGESTED WERSITES AnD Links:
www ps il mare-society o
~fidrar Fapoialak
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A PICNIC DINNER CONCERT
IN NORTON

Earl Raney’s Epic Brass Cruintet is perform-

ing “rain o shine™ at the Modon Public
Library's Qubdeor Library Park™on
Wednesday, July 19th :I’rﬁrrn Brimg thwe
entire family along with a blanket, lawn
chairs and a picnic dinner for this unique
brass quintet performance. These talented
mugicians will emterbain everyens with 2
diverse program of marches, ballads, show

turrwes anl an introcuction o the brass family

of instruments. Hold on b vour hats, this
concert 15 a guaranteed foe-tapper and hip-
awayer! The comeert is supported, in paTt by
a grant from the Norton ..,
Cultural Councl, a lecal
aperey which is support- B9
ed by the Massachusetts
Cultural Councl; The
Morbon Public Library;
and the MEP

“*In case of inclement vweather the concert

will take place in the community reom
IMSIDE the Morton Library.
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o The MEP QUARTER NOTES Newsletier
: publication. Coniributions am welcome by writing fo
» fhe Music Bevialization B
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| Iﬂp suppiort vour ]L‘ﬂl miisic ur|.r.41n|.-';|hm'r-
. iy G, : by attendding these live comcerts performed
his place above Gilmore, eventually rising to = b theenbars oF in 0ur compunicy
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Mgropolitan Wind Sympheny
Sharon Memorial Beach Park -Tpm

ic Brass Chibdoor Picnic Comoert
ortom Public Library - 6pm

SMARTS Surmmer Winds
Eastom 275th - 730 pm

Attleboro Millerminm Celebration
All Day in Attlebors

Baston Crty Band
Eastom Celebration - TED

MRF WISH LIST:

* Resources for Website Creation

s [Dopations of Band Musie for
the Music Lending Library

* Wopdwind, Brass or Percussion
Instruments

* Volunteers
s File Cabineis

1F woun wonald like b serve on the Board orF

= wolunteer for a committes, meetings are held
+ the Ind Friday of every month. Call 508-226-
o BSEIT for more details
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